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Welcome
Dear journalists,

Thank you for taking an interest in Switzerland’s World Heritage proper-
ties. Indeed, these natural and cultural assets have plenty to offer: en-
chanting cityscapes, unique landscapes, historic legacies and hidden 
treasures. Much of this heritage was left to us by our ancestors, but 

nature has also played its part in making the World Heritage properties 
an endless source of amazement. There are three natural and nine cultur-

al assets in total – and as unique as each site is, they all have one thing in 
common: the universal value that we share with the global community.

“World Heritage Experience Switzerland” (WHES) is the umbrella organisation for the tourist network 
of UNESCO World Heritage properties in Switzerland. We see ourselves as a driving force for a more 
profound and responsible form of tourism based on respect and appreciation. In this respect we aim 
to create added value: for visitors in the form of sustainable experiences and for the World Heritage 
properties in terms of their preservation and appreciation by future generations.

The enclosed documentation will offer you the broadest possible insight into the diversity and unique-
ness of UNESCO World Heritage. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, you can contact us at any time.

Best regards
 

Kaspar Schürch
Managing Director WHES
kaspar.schuerch@whes.ch  
Tel. +41 (0)31 544 31 17

More information: www.whes.ch 

http://www.whes.ch  
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World heritage goes back to a revolutionary idea: 
that the protection and preservation of extraor-
dinary cultural achievements and unique natural 
phenomena should be placed in the hands of the 
whole human race. This idea was first put into 
practice with the rescue of the temples at Abu 
Simbel. In 1972, it gave rise to the UNESCO Con-
vention Concerning the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage. 

More than 1,121 sites in 167 countries (as at Feb-
ruary 2021) are now inscribed on the World Her-
itage List, including twelve in Switzerland. These 
twelve World Heritage properties bear witness to 
the history of the world and humanity. They speak 
of the emergence and formation of our country. As 
unique as each site is, they are all related to each 
other – shaped, inspired and formed by the inter-
play of the creative forces of nature and culture. 

World Heritage properties are places of contem-
plation, discovery, amazement, experience, learn-
ing and exchange. The great significance of these 
places and the fascination and admiration that 
they inspire cast a spell on those who visit them. 
They banish the everyday and take us on a jour-
ney through time. 

As living witnesses to a vibrant history, they de-
mand answers to questions such as: what does 
our heritage encompass? How do we live with this 
heritage, and how do we pass it on to future gen-
erations? 

The discussion of the World Heritage properties 
enhances focus on authenticity, sustainability and 
the associated challenges. Conscious travel to 
these places evokes new and different images 
of an outstanding and demanding Switzerland, 
which we share with the global community. 

World Heritage in Switzerland
Three outstanding natural phenomena and nine great cultural achievements in Switzerland 
bear the most sought-after emblem of UNESCO, as Natural and Cultural World Heritage 
properties. Each of them stands for authenticity, quality and diversity for many generations 
to come. These values are part of the identity and mentality of the Swiss population. 
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Overview map
The map below offers an overview of the UNESCO World Heritage properties in Switzerland:
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Description of the World Heritage properties

A tour through the centuries

The city, founded in 1191, is enthroned on a peninsula high above 
the Aare and still bears witness today to the ambitious scale of 
urban development in medieval Europe. It is a positive example 
of how a medieval city structure can be retained and yet adapt-
ed to also meet contemporary requirements. With its impressive 
closed rows of houses, its attractive roof landscape, arcades, 
cellars, towers and fountains, which have largely retained their 

original form, the federal capital city invites you to go on a tour 
through the centuries.

World Heritage experiences

• UNESCO Old Town Stroll: a 90-minute guided tour through Bern and its history.
• Zytglogge (Clock Tower) Tour: Bern’s landmark attracts visitors with its fascinating 16th- 

century mechanism.
• iPod AudioGuide: a personal tour guide in the form of an iPod takes visitors to the most beautiful 

places in the city.

Did you know?

• Bern’s colourful street signs, in red, green, yellow, black and white, date back to the time when 
the city was occupied by Napoleon’s troops. They showed the drunk French soldiers the right way 
home through the alleys of the Old Town. 

• Albert Einstein developed his famous theory of relativity in Bern.

Old City of Berne
Cultural Heritage since 1983

https://www.bern.com/en/detail/stroll-through-the-old-town
https://www.bern.com/en/detail/berns-clock-tower-zytglogge
https://www.bern.com/en/detail/ipod-audioguide
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The nuns open their doors

According to legend, the monastery complex in Val Müstair in the 
canton of Grisons, was founded in the 8th century by Charlemagne 
and was never fully destroyed. Well preserved, it still reveals build-
ing styles from several eras, and holds art treasures from more 
than twelve centuries. The wall paintings in the convent church 
were decisive for its acceptance on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List. This is one of the largest and best-preserved fresco cycles 

from the early Middle Ages. The nuns are still active in the convent 
today in the spirit of “ora et labora” or pray and work. Convent life, 

cultivation, the museum, research and restoration all merge to form 
a unique whole.

World Heritage experiences

• Convent Museum: twelve centuries of monastic, architectural and artistic history. Guided tours 
available.

• Church Tour: explore the world’s largest and best-preserved early medieval fresco cycle.
• Chapel of the Holy Cross: a guided tour of the 8th-century chapel.
• Guesthouse / Maiensäss: a unique place to spend the night.
 

Did you know?

• St John‘s monastery in Müstair has been inhabited by nuns for 1245 years.
• If you counted the number of psalms recited in the monastery until now, you would come to the 

amazing total of 9 804 375.

Benedictine Convent of St John in Müstair
Cultural Heritage since 1983

https://www.muestair.ch/en/plan-a-visit/convent-museum/
http://muestair.ch/en/plan-a-visit/visitor-information/
https://www.muestair.ch/en/plan-a-visit/visitor-information/
https://www.muestair.ch/en/plan-a-visit/guesthouse/
https://www.muestair.ch/en/plan-a-visit/maiensaess/
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1400 years of cultural history

The foundation stone for the abbey was laid in 612 by the Irish itiner-
ant monk Gallus. A good 100 years later, Abbot Otmar revived the 
monastery and transformed it into an important centre for writ-
ing activities and book illumination. The spirit of the Benedictine 
monks can still be felt in the historically impressive walls today. 
The Abbey Library of St Gall, also known as the pharmacy of the 
soul, has what must be one of the most attractive rococo halls in 

Switzerland. Besides the 170,000 books, it also accommodates 
one of the most important autochthonous collections of medieval 

manuscripts in Europe. The Plan of St. Gall, the “Evangelium Long-
um” and the oldest conserved German language book, the “Abrogans”, 

are particularly worthy of note.

World Heritage experiences

• Abbey Library and Cathedral: a visit to the library, one of the oldest and most beautiful in the world, 
is a must. It’s also well worth making a detour to the cathedral.

• Experience World Cultural Heritage: this 1½-hour guided tour will take your breath away whether 
you love culture or not.

• Gallus Tour / Children’s Gallus Tour: follow in the footsteps of Gallus, the wandering monk. 

Did you know?

• There are 333 explanations about the buildings on the famous St. Gallen monastery plan, which 
was drawn up around AD 825.

• The Alcuin Bible, produced around the year 800 has 840 pages and weighs about 20 kg.

Abbey of St.Gall
Cultural Heritage since 1983

https://st.gallen-bodensee.ch/en/experiences/art-and-culture/unesco-world-cultural-heritage-site.html
https://st.gallen-bodensee.ch/en/experiences/guided-tours/guided-tours-in-st-gallen/experience-world-cultural-heritage.html
https://st.gallen-bodensee.ch/de/erlebnisse/fuehrungen/gallusfuehrung.html
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Journey through the Middle Ages

Once acting as a barrage to the Alps and now a World Heritage 
property, the three impressive castles of Bellinzona are among the 
most significant examples of medieval military architecture. They 
were built by the Dukes of Milan to bar the route southwards 
to the Swiss. Bellinzona occupied a strategic position between 
north and south back then too. Over the course of the centu-
ries, the three castles of Castelgrande, Montebello and Sasso 

Corbaro have been reconstructed and restored many times. With 
its walls, towers, battlements and gates, this impressive defensive 

complex remains a source of wonder to those who view it today.

World Heritage experiences

• Museums: each of the three castles houses a museum with fascinating exhibits.
• Old City Tour incl. castle visit: a variety of options for individual guided tours.
• Artù Tourist Train: a little train that carries visitors to the castles in comfort.
 

Did you know?

• The castle of Sasso Corbaro was built in just six months.
• The castles were built by the Dukes of Milan and have only belonged to Swiss Confederation since 

the start of the 16th century.

Three Castles, Defensive Wall and Ramparts of the Market-Town 
of Bellinzona 
Cultural Heritage since 2000

https://www.bellinzonese-altoticino.ch/en/discover/unesco/bellinzona-castles.html
https://www.bellinzonese-altoticino.ch/en/commons/details/Guided-tour-of-the-city-of-Bellinzona-and-Castelgrande/42598.html
https://www.bellinzonese-altoticino.ch/en/commons/details/Art%C3%B9-the-small-train-of-the-Castles/131449.html
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A glorious world of glaciers

Impressive mountain chains, quaint valleys and the largest connect-
ed glaciated area in the Alps. The World Heritage site is one of the 
most spectacular high-mountain landscapes in the world. It rep-
resents the heart of the Alps, with the Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau 
as well as the Great Aletsch Glacier covering a total area of 824 
km2. The region brings together the most diverse habitats from 
glacier to steppe, and gives a clear view of the effects of climate 

change. The countryside has played just as important a role in 
European literature, art, mountain climbing and alpine tourism. Few 

other places on this planet could offer a comparable variety of con-
trasts and treasures.

World Heritage experiences

• World Nature Forum: an interactive exhibition where visitors can experience the World Heritage 
property with all their senses.

• Key to the Alps: hike in 15 stages around the World Heritage property. Collect stamps in a booklet 
to claim a reward at the end.

• The height of convenience: from the Jungfraujoch to the Bettmerhorn or Eggishorn, many of the 
peaks are served by cable cars.

Did you know?

• If the Great Aletsch Glacier melted you could give a litre of water to each person living on this planet 
every day for the next 3,5 years.

• The Jungfraujoch railway station is the highest in Europe at 3,454 metres above sea level and is 
located in the middle of the World Heritage property.

Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch
Natural Heritage since 2001 / 2007 (extension)

https://www.jungfraualetsch.ch/en/worldnatureforum-en/
https://www.jungfraualetsch.ch/en/key-to-the-alps/
https://www.jungfraualetsch.ch/en/destinations-and-highlights/
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A sea of memories

Monte San Giorgio rises up between the southern arms of Lake 
Lugano. Besides the magnificent view of the lake landscape, the 
1,097-metre high mountain provides a window to prehistoric 
times. 240-million-year-old fossils can be found within it. Where 
there was once a sea basin with different reptiles, fish and plants, 
Monte San Giorgio formed along with the development of the 
Alps. Perfectly maintained fossils have been found and investi-

gated here for 150 years. The region is one of the best testimoni-
als to sea life from the Triassic period. The Fossil Museum in Meri-

de, which has been renovated by the architect Mario Botta, ensures 
insights into this long extinct world.

World Heritage experiences

• Fossil Museum: the museum exhibits a selection of fossilized animals and plants from Monte San 
Giorgio.

• Geo-palaeontological path: an educational trail covering the history of Monte San Giorgio
• Trail on Monte San Giorgio: from the summit of San Giorgio, at an altitude of 1,000 metres, you can 

enjoy a panorama spanning the lake and mountains.
 

Did you know?

• The smallest fossil prepared by palaeontologists at Monte San Giorgio is a plant spore measuring 
just 0.03 mm in diameter.

• Thanks to virtual and extended reality, it is possible to immerse yourself in the Triassic sea and ad-
mire the creatures from that period.

Monte San Giorgio
Natural Heritage since 2003 / 2010 (extension)

https://www.mendrisiottoturismo.ch/en/commons/details/Fossil-Museum-of-the-Monte-San-Giorgio/2778.html
https://www.mendrisiottoturismo.ch/en/itineraries/details/Monte-San-Giorgio-geo-paleontological-path/138411.html
https://www.mendrisiottoturismo.ch/en/itineraries/details/Meride-top-of-Monte-San-Giorgio-Meride/147716.html
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A winegrowing culture that goes back generations 

Vineyard terraces were created on the steep slopes of Lake Geneva 
under the direction of the monks as early as the 11th century. Since 
then, generations of winegrowers have cherished and taken care 
of this unique landscape. They benefit from the abundance of the 
“three suns” here: the sun itself, its rays reflected by the lake, and 
the warmth stored in the walls of the vineyards. The wine estate 
extends across 40 kilometres and is one of the largest winegrow-
ing areas in Switzerland. With its 14 villages, it reflects the cultural 

landscape in an impressive way, and this has developed thanks to 
the balanced interplay between the residents and the environment.

World Heritage experiences

• Guided tours of the vineyard terraces: regular guided tours followed by wine tasting. 
• Lavaux Experience: find out about the winegrower’s work, then put your newly acquired knowledge 

into practice.
• Lavaux Express / Lavaux Panoramic: ride the tourist trains through the vineyards.
• Lavaux Vinorama: the centre for wines in Lavaux. 
 

Did you know?

• If lined up all together, the wine terraces in Lavaux would stretch from Bern to Frankfurt, a distance 
of 400 km.

• The chief grape variety in the region is the Chasselas, creating a wine that is suffused with dry and 
fruity aromas.

Lavaux, Vineyard Terraces
Cultural Heritage since 2007

https://en.lavaux-unesco.ch/visites-guidees
http://lavaux-experience.ch/en/
http://www.lavauxexpress.ch/en/
http://www.lavaux-panoramic.ch/home/
http://www.lavaux-vinorama.ch/en
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A triumph of railway engineering

The line of the Rhaetian Railway between Thusis and Tirano (Italy) is 
a true masterstroke. It is a unique example of a railway which has 
been harmoniously integrated into the high-mountain landscape. 
Narrow radii, sophisticated engineering structures and impres-
sive tunnels: the many gorges, mountain barriers and gradients 
were overcome using a range of innovative ideas, and the 122 
km-long route has been slotted pleasantly into the wild natural 

environment. The journey is a voyage of discovery for connois-
seurs. Railway enthusiasts can admire the pioneering creations at 

close quarters, and those with a thirst for knowledge might like to 
visit the Albula railway museum in Bergün.

World Heritage experiences

• Albula Railway Museum: the museum guides enthusiasts and families through the railway history of 
Graubünden. 

• Railway Adventure Trail Albula / Via Albula/Bernina: hiking through the World Heritage  
property.

• Albula Tunnel Infoarena: all manner of exciting things to do with the building work, the mountain, the 
region and the Rhaetian Railway.

 

Did you know?

• The Rhaetian Railway winds its way through the Bernina Pass up a 7% gradient without the help of 
a rack-wheel, climbing from 429 m to 2,253 m above sea level.

• The 62 km long Albula Line was built in just six years (1898 –1904).

Rhaetian Railway in the Albula / Bernina Landscapes  
Cultural Heritage since 2008

http://www.bahnmuseum-albula.ch/
https://www.rhb.ch/en/world-of-railway-experiences/unesco-world-heritage/railway-adventure-trail-albula
https://www.rhb.ch/en/world-of-railway-experiences/unesco-world-heritage/via-albulabernina
https://www.rhb.ch/en/world-of-railway-experiences/unesco-world-heritage/albula-tunnel-infoarena


Page 14

How mountains form

The collision between Africa and Europe caused the formation of the 
Alps millions of years ago. Layers of rock were pushed on top of 
one another, folded and broken. Along the so-called “Glarus main 
thrust fault”, a line that can now be seen from afar, layers of rock 
that were 250-300 million years old were pushed together with 
much younger rocks that were 35-50 million years old. There is 
nowhere else where the traces of these tremendous forces are 

so visible as in the mountain landscape around Piz Sardona in the 
border region of the cantons of St. Gallen, Glarus and Grisons. The 

area has great value for schools and research. It is of great interest to 
hikers and nature lovers too.

World Heritage experiences

• Sardona World Heritage Trail: hike through the World Heritage property in six stages from north to 
south. 

• Sardona GeoGuides: they know the highlights of the World Heritage property as well as  
insider tips and hidden treasures.

• Visitor centres: full of fascinating background information about the World Heritage property.
 

Did you know?

• In the Tectonic Arena Sardona the mountains stand on their heads: older strata of rock have shifted 
to lie above younger layers.

• Over the past 200 years or more, seminal findings into the way mountains were formed have been 
made at the Sardona UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Swiss Tectonic Arena Sardona
Natural Heritage since 2008

https://unesco-sardona.ch/en/erlebnis/sardona-world-heritage-trail
https://unesco-sardona.ch/en/geoguides-2
https://unesco-sardona.ch/en/visitor-centre-locations
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Two towns that tick alike

The towns of La Chaux-de-Fonds and Le Locle, situated in the Jura 
mountains of the Canton of Neuchâtel, bear witness to the success-
ful symbiosis between their urban setting and their watchmaking 
industry. After suffering devastating fires, their reconstruction in 
the early 19th century was carefully planned. The chequerboard 
design of the roads and constructions was specifically adapted 
to the requirements of the thriving industry. Many of the buildings 

displayed a well-thought-out combination of living quarters, pro-
duction areas and offices. Today, they are a testimony to the history 

of local craftsmanship and industry. The fact that the region is still an 
important international watchmaking centre is proven by the many well-

known watch brands which have their headquarters here. 

World Heritage experiences

• “Espace de l’urbanisme horloger” showroom: a free exhibition about the World Heritage property.
• Tourist train: an easy way to explore the two watchmaking cities.
• Make your own watch: a number of watchmakers offer workshops where you can assemble your 

own watch.
• International Clock Museum: the world’s largest museum devoted to timepieces.
 

Did you know?

• In 1900, more than half of the world’s watches were made in La Chaux-de-Fonds and Le Locle.
• In less than ten years, (1878–1887), three major figures of world renown were born here:  

Louis-Joseph Chevrolet, Charles-Edouard Jeanneret (Le Corbusier) and Blaise Cendrars.

La Chaux-de-Fonds / Le Locle, Watchmaking Town Planning
Cultural Heritage since 2009

https://www.watch-cities.ch/en/discoveries/showroom.4764/showroom-lanbspchaux-de-fonds.4766.html
https://www.watch-cities.ch/en/discoveries/tourist-train.4758.html
https://www.watch-cities.ch/en/discoveries/horlogerie.10189.html
https://www.j3l.ch/en/P33465/international-clock-making-museum?regionFilters%5B0%5D=0&regionFilters%5B%5D=0
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Unique witnesses of prehistory

The “pile dwellings” are remains of prehistoric settlements in 
lakes and marshes around the Alps. The serial property in-
cludes 111 sites in six countries (CH, D, F, I, SLO, A) and 
56 of them are located in Switzerland. The artefacts – or-
ganic materials such as wood, textiles, plant remains and 
bones provide fascinating insights into life around 5,000 to 
500 B.C. Many finds are difficult or impossible to access as 

they are underwater, on the shores of lakes or in marsh areas. 
This makes their exhibition in museums even more important, 

such as at the Laténium near Neuchâtel, where you can gain a 
detailed impression of the lives our ancestors led.

World Heritage experiences

• Laténium: Switzerland’s largest archaeological museum, with a focus on the pile dwellings. 
• Lakeside village of Gletterens: demonstrations and workshops offer an insight into our ances-

tors’ way of life.
• Wauwilermoos: an archaeological learning path and pile dwelling settlement.
• Prehistoric Workshop: see how tools were made 5,000 years ago.
• Museums: specialised museums display finds from the age of the pile-dwellers.

Did you know?

• Along our lakeshores, Neolithic people contributed to the extraordinary global expansion of 
cultivated wheat, which now covers more than 2.25 million km2.

• The first environmental damage occurred in the time of the pile dwellings over 5,000 years ago 
with the mass deforestation of woodland areas for farming.

Prehistoric Pile Dwellings around the Alps
Cultural Heritage since 2011

http://latenium.ch/en/
http://www.village-lacustre.ch/fr/wordpress/
http://www.pfahlbausiedlung.ch/
http://www.museumburghalde.ch/urgeschichtswerkstatt.html
http://palafittes.org/museums-and-information-centres.html
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An Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement 

Scarcely any architect has characterised modern construction 
worldwide as much as Charles-Edouard Jeanneret, better known 
as “Le Corbusier”, who grew up in La Chaux-de-Fonds. 17 se-
lected buildings in Argentina, Belgium, Germany, France, India, 
Japan and Switzerland are testimony to his incomparable crea-
tivity and versatility in a variety of contexts. Two of these buildings 
are located in Switzerland: “La Petite villa au bord du lac Léman” 

next to Lake Geneva in Corseaux and “L’Immeuble Clarté” in Ge-
neva. Le Corbusier is a key figure in the internationalisation of ar-

chitecture and town planning, which have marked urban landscapes 
around the world in the 20th century.

Did you know?

• Le Corbusier was one of the first architects in the world to have built or designed on all five conti-
nents.

• Le Corbusier erected two houses for his parents: the “Maison Blanche” in La Chaux-de-Fonds and 
“La Petite villa au bord du lac Léman” in Corseaux.

Note by WHES:
The architectural work of Le Corbusier is not currently a member of the World Heritage Experience 
Switzerland Association. For more information, we recommend that you visit the website of the Swiss 
UNESCO Commission: www.welterbe.ch.

The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier
Cultural Heritage since 2016

http://www.unesco.ch/culture/patrimoine-mondial/
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Intangible cultural heritage describes living traditions and practices passed on over generations, which 
give a community a feeling of identity and continuity. These are, for example, music, dance, customs, 
celebrations or traditional craft techniques. Intangible cultural heritage is extremely diverse, and in con-
trast to tangible cultural heritage (e.g. the UNESCO World Heritage old town of Bern) it changes con-
stantly.

The “list of living traditions in Switzerland” forms the basis and conditions for the nomination of living 
traditions for the UNESCO intangible cultural heritage lists. Up to now (February 2021), four living tradi-
tions from Switzerland have been accepted into the intangible cultural heritage list.

Thanks to the partnership with the processions in Mendrisio, this intangible cultural heritage is de-
scribed more detailed on the following page. Further information on the other three candidates can be 
found on the website of the Federal Office of Culture (www.bak.admin.ch).

Intangible cultural heritage
UNESCO has initiated different conventions and programmes since the 1970s, which aim to 
protect and preserve the natural and cultural heritage. Probably the best-known UNESCO 
convention is the World Heritage convention to protect World Heritage adopted in 1972 (cf. 
pages 4-17). Further conventions were adopted in the 21st century, including the convention 
to maintain intangible cultural heritage. 

3

2

 4

1

The Holy Week Processions in Men-
drisio
La Fête des Vignerons de Vevey
Basel Carnival
Avalanche Danger Management*

1

2

 3

4

*Davos with the WSL Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research was chosen as a point on the map to represent this heritage in Switzerland.

http://www.bak.admin.ch
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Ancient and living traditions, for over 400 years

The Processions are held in Mendrisio on Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday every year. An unmissable and unique event, where 
history becomes a spectacle in the perpetuation of tradition. As 
they make their way through the streets of the town, a soft light 
is given off by the “Trasparenti”, translucent paintings on can-
vas mounted on “boxes” and lit up from within. Crafted using 
a special technique dating back to the eighteenth century, the 
“Trasparenti” are a characteristic feature of the Processions and 

a fundamental element of the candidacy. The Maundy Thursday 
Procession represents the Passion and the Stations of the Cross, 

featuring around 270 participants. The Good Friday Procession is 
more austere and solemn, with over 700 participants. 

Experiences

• Experience 400 years of tradition: The atmosphere in the streets of the old town of Mendrisio 
during the processions is unique and touching.

• Museo del Trasparente: Casa Croci, a small 19th-century architectural gem, house the Museo del 
Trasparente di Mendrisio (Mendrisio Illuminated Paintings Museum).

Did you know?

• The role of the three Madonnas in the Holy Thursday Procession was once entrusted to men pa-
rading with their faces completely covered.

• The children and adults parading, as well as all those involved in the organisation, are volunteers 
and their number is close to one thousand.

Processions of the Holy Week of Mendrisio
Intangible Cultural Heritage since 2019

https://www.processionimendrisio.ch/en/scopri/le-processioni/quando.html
https://www.processionimendrisio.ch/en/scopri/museo-del-trasparente.html
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World Heritage Days
A weekend dedicated to the UNESCO Wor-
ld Natural and Cultural Heritage.

Every year, during the second weekend of June, 
the World Heritage Sites will open their doors and 
invite you to discover their secrets, their unique-
ness and their extraordinary value.

More information: www.WorldHeritageDays.ch

UNESCO World  
Heritage Ticket
Discover these fascinating treasures with 
the UNESCO World Heritage Ticket! Book 
your ticket online and benefit from additio-
nal discounts and added value.

• 9 tailored experiences in the World Heritage 
sites

• Up to 50% discount when booking online

www.WorldHeritageTicket.com

12–13  June 2021

http:// www.WorldHeritageDays.ch
http://www.WorldHeritageTicket.com
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For more than 10 years, the association World 
Heritage Experience Switzerland (WHES) has 
been promoting the interests of its members in the 
field of UNESCO World Heritage in Switzerland.

The association was founded in 2009 under the 
name of UNESCO Destination Switzerland (UDS) 
by tourism organisations and World Heritage pro-
moters; in 2014, on the initiative of the Swiss UN-
ESCO Commission, the name was changed to 
World Heritage Experience Switzerland (WHES). 
The original idea was to concentrate the strengths 
of the respective tourism organisations at nation-
al level and to support World Heritage properties 
towards quality, sustainable and coordinated tour-
ism. This motto - to achieve more together - still 
applies today. 

What was initially set up in the field of tourism 
has been extended in recent years to the fields 
of mediation and management. To this end, we 
are committed to a holistic approach to the World 
Heritage. 

Following the motto “You only protect well what 
you know well”, we try to reduce conflicts be-
tween protection and use. The different actors of 
the association are networked through WHES and 
benefit from common synergies.

WHES is also committed to long-term coopera-
tion with the European World Heritage Associa-
tions and promotes this transnational exchange.

The association is financed by membership and 
partner fees as well as by contributions from the 
Confederation and the cantons in the form of a 
temporary project within the framework of the 
New Regional Policy (NPR).

About WHES

Association structure
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Images
http://www.whes.ch/page/media-en/bilder-en/?oid=1883&lang=en   

  
These pictures are solely available for use by 
the media, for tourism publicity or for private, 
non-commercial purposes, quoting the relevant 
copyright details. 

Links
Website WHES
www.whes.ch

Facebook WHES
www.facebook.com/worldheritageswitzerland

Instagram WHES
www.instagram.com/worldheritageswitzerland/ 

Swiss Commission for UNESCO
www.patrimoinemondial.ch

List of all World Heritage properties worldwide
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/

http://www.whes.ch/page/media-en/bilder-en/?oid=1883&lang=en
http://www.whes.ch/pages/medias/bilder-fr/?oid=1883&lang=fr
http://www.whes.ch
http://www.facebook.com/worldheritageswitzerland
https://www.instagram.com/worldheritageswitzerland/
http://www.patrimoinemondial.ch
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list


World Heritage Experience Switzerland
Spitalgasse 4, CH-3011 Bern
www.whes.ch, info@whes.ch

Old City of Berne
www.bern.com

Benedictine Convent of St John at Müstair
www.muestair.ch

Three Castles of Bellinzona
www.bellinzonese-altoticino.ch

Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch
www.jungfraualetsch.ch

Convent of St.Gall
www.st.gallen-bodensee.ch

Lavaux, Vineyard Terraces
www.lavaux-unesco.ch

Rhaetian Railway Albula / Bernina 
www.rhb.ch/unesco

 Monte San Giorgio
www.mendrisiottoturismo.ch

La Chaux-de-Fonds / Le Locle, 
www.watch-cities.ch

Prehistoric Pile Dwellings around the Alps
www.palafittes.org / www.latenium.ch

Swiss Tectonic Arena Sardona
www.unesco-sardona.ch

UNESCO World Heritage 
properties in Switzerland

members of WHES
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